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Worth County Schools number one priority is student safety.  Some added procedures for the 2018-2019 
school year will help Worth County Schools strengthen its campus security throughout the district.  
Superintendent Bill Settle emphasizes to all stakeholders that school safety is not a one-dimensional task, 
but a very complex, layered protocol that provides school districts the ability to take multi-faceted steps to 
ensure student and staff safety. 
 
One additional new step in the safety of Worth County Schools in 2018-2019 will be a new practice of 
only allowing clear book bags within the schools.  The clear book bag policy will apply to all students, 
grades PK-12.  The school district has reached out to local businesses to request that clear book bags are 
available for sale.  In addition, each school will have a small supply of book bags for sale through the 
main offices and/or their school stores.   
 
“I know there will be some in the community who will not like the requirement of clear book bags,” 
shared Superintendent Bill Settle, “however, our number one job is to ensure safety of all students and 
staff, and we believe this is one component to a proactive safety plan”.   
 
Another layer of student safety will be the implementation of RAPTOR Visitor Management System in 
each school.  RAPTOR requires all visitors to the schools to have a valid driver’s license, or another 
state/federal ID card.  Upon entering the identification in the RAPTOR scanner, each and every visitor 
is instantly screened against the registered sex offender databases in all fifty states.  
 
ALERTUS, is an advanced technology for unified 
emergency mass notification and crisis communication that 
is being installed in all WCSS facilities.  The Alertus 
System uses a multilayered approach with intelligible voice 
communications, presets, visible signals, text, graphics, 
tactile, or other communication methods to reach and alert 
more people, more often, in the event of an emergency.  
 
“Notifying students and staff in case of an emergency 
quickly is one of the biggest challenges faced by all 
schools”, stated Mr. Settle.  “This system will give all of our 
district facilities the ability to notify everyone within seconds instead of minutes, thus possibly 
saving lives in a true emergency”. 
 
Other additions to school safety will include installing electronic door access in all schools 
within the district and requiring all middle and high school students to wear photo identification 
badges during the school day. 
 
Mr. Settle emphasizes to parents and visitors that these and other safety measures are all intended 
to provide the safest learning environments possible.  “I understand that some will believe that 
these and other such safety measures will create inconveniences, however, there is no second 
chances on safety once an event has occurred, and I am willing to have some inconveniences in 
place if they are intended to protect the safety of 3700 students and staff.”     
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